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Hosted by the leadership of Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and
moderated by the League of Women Voters.

WHO:
» Community members who value their library

WHAT:
A brief program outlining the financial situation
faced by Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

* An opportunity to express what you value most about your library

WHEN & WHERE:

u Thursday, July 16 | 7 pm
Main Library; Lecture Hall
4400 Forbes Avenue

= Saturday, July 18 | 10 am
Carrick High School; Auditorium
125 Parkfield Street

u Tuesday, July 21 | 7 pm
CCAC-Allegheny; SSC Auditorium
808 Ridge Avenue

Community Callege of Allegheny County has provided its facilities as a public service and is not a sponsor
nor responsible for views and/or opinions of sponsors or members of the organization.

To post questions in advance, visit ouwr Web site and click on the Sustaining Our Future logo
to reach our Online Discussion Page.

To learn more visit www.carnegielibrary.org
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Friday September 4™ noon to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday September 5" 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday September 6" 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

5801 Forbes 412-422-9650




	 

 CLP OPERATING BUDGET – 2009-2010
REVENUE:

71.8%

 RAD

$16,770,000

20.5%

 PA

4,782,662

4.3%

 earned1
1,000,000

3.2%

 fundraising2
750,000

.2%

 City of Pgh3
40,000

EXPENSES:

 61%

 Salaries,benefits

$14,341,514

16%

 operating costs

3,700,265

13%

 Lib. materials

2,917,833

6%

 utilities

1,383,050

4%

 debt service

1,000,000

1the library has a small endowment (NOT provided by Andrew Carnegie) of less than $8,000,000.    2 includes donations, donor cards, sales of library-themed items and used books.    3the Pittsburgh funding is still the amount that was provided for operating expenses the year the library was opened -- 1895!
The latest cuts proposed by Gov. Rendell, and opposed by the Republicans as too little,  would be about $600,000.  This could cover the operations of two fair-sized branch libraries, or all of the nonfiction books bought in a year, or the salaries of every Children’s Librarian in the system.  Coincidentally, $600,000 is also the cut expected in the RAD funding starting in July.  Staffing cuts and a hiring freeze are already in place to try to offset the RAD cuts.

TAXES, SCHMAXES – WHAT IS THIS PARANOIA ABOUT TAXES?

Gov. Rendell was on a talk show on WQED last week discussing his proposal to raise state taxes temporarily by 16%.  I tuned in late, so I don’t know whom he was talking to, but she seemed to feel he was asking for our first-born children.  I’ve supported myself all my life, and I was always rather proud to pay taxes -- to pay part of the cost of providing all the things our communities need. I couldn’t begin to pay for all the books I’ve borrowed from the library, and how could we get to work if each landowner built the road by his own house?

I had to look up the PA tax rate, since I am now retired.  (By pure dumb luck, I ended up in pretty good shape; I am comfortable and can sometimes indulge myself a little, but all my income comes from untaxable sources except the interest on a couple of small bank accounts.)  The rate is 3.07%.  An individual earning $40,000 a year would thus pay $1228.00 in taxes, or  $23.62 a week.  16% of that, the increase Rendell is asking for, would be $3.78 a week.  One fancy coffee or one of the cheapest meals at McDonald’s.  Sheesh!  And this is the difference between the state slashing libraries and education and health care for children to the bone, versus keeping the funding level??

I considered trying to find out how I could voluntarily pay state tax; then I realized that in this case, I could actually choose which services to support.  So I’m going to set up automatic payments from my checking account to the CLP, at 3% of my income.  It will cut down on my “fun” money, but I think I’ll feel more pride than pain.  If the tax increase doesn’t get passed, I hope other people who do pay PA taxes will consider sending the library 16% of what they give the state.  If you have automatic payment at your bank, you won’t even notice it’s gone, but if enough of us do it, it could help the library enormously.  – Margie S
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Advocacy Action Team


If you believe in the activities and services of the public library, please join the Advocacy Action Team.


 


As a member of the team you’ll put your support into action in the form of letters, e-mails, or phone calls to advocate on behalf of the library.  





Our biggest need for advocacy occurs during the annual Commonwealth budget process, which is NOW. It’s imperative that we have an updated list of people who can reply quickly to our call to action.





To become a team member or ask questions, please call or e-mail:


Holly McCullough


412-422-9650


mcculloughh@carnegielibrary.or





 We urge all friends to attend one of the town hall meetings listed on the back of this page.  The looming financial crisis and the  � outcomes of these meetings are bound to affect library services for years to come.  All library supporters need to be fully informed  � about what’s happening and to weigh in on the proposed solutions.  We hope to see many members of the Squirrel Hill Friends there.





and on another subject – corrections to a flyer printed in the last newsletter: 
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